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CLITHEROE TOWN COUNCIL

Annual Report for the Financial Year 2006/07
1 Mayor’s Introduction

[image: image1.emf]This is the Annual Report of Clitheroe Town Council.  It has been prepared to report on our activities and achievements for the 2006/07 financial year.  The report is for local electors, members of the public in the town, interest groups and voluntary bodies in and serving the town and other public authorities.  It is hoped that it will allow interested parties to get an overview of our activities for the year.   

The report was approved at a meeting of the Council held on 25th June 2007 and it is available for inspection by any elector in the Council area.

Copies are available at the Council Offices of Ribble Valley Borough Council, Clitheroe Library in Church Street, Clitheroe and on the Council’s website.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those councillors serving on the Town Council during 2006/07 for their hard work and enthusiasm. 

Signed: ………………………..


Councillor David Berryman

Mayor of Clitheroe

Dated: ………………………….
2 Overview of Council Achievements

The achievements of the Council during 2006/07 were many and varied.  Set out below are some of the things which the Town Council contributed to life in Clitheroe during the year.

  (i)
Civic Events
The major civic events for the year were the Mayor Making Ceremony and the Civic Sunday held in May and the Remembrance Day held in November. The Mayor attended the Remembrance Sunday Services at the United Reformed Church and at Low Moor.  He laid a wreath on behalf of the Council at the Cenotaph.
In addition, approximately 180 local schoolchildren attended one of the Mayor’s at-home functions in March.  The Mayor and representatives of the Town Council talked about the Mayoralty and about the work and the history of the Town Council.

(ii) Mayor’s Welfare Fund and Visits

In December, Christmas food parcels for the over-80s who live alone in Clitheroe were distributed to nearly 300 residents with the help of the Clitheroe Round Table, Clitheroe Rotary Club, Clitheroe Lions, Ribblesdale Rotary Club, and Rotoract Club of Blackburn.  

The Town Council hosted a number of charity events in the town during the year, including several Coffee Mornings on Saturdays in the Clitheroe Town Hall. The Mayor made annual Christmas visits to residential care homes and, on Christmas Day, visited the Community Hospital and Castleford Home for the Elderly.

.
(iii) Ribble Valley in Bloom
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 This year the Council provided a number of three-tier planters in various locations in the Town Centre, for example, outside of the Tourist Information Centre.  These planters were in place throughout the summer and provided a welcome splash of colour in the town.
(iv) Allotments
The Council provides allotments at Hayhurst Street, West View, Whalley Road and the Millthorne House area of the Town. The allotments remain very popular and we are currently operating a waiting list of approximately two years.  This year we have prepared an allotments leaflet, which provides information to those wishing to apply for an allotment and incorporates an application form.  
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The Annual Allotments Competition was held in June 2006 and the winners were presented with their prizes by the Mayor at the Town Hall in September 2006.
(v) Play Areas

The Council maintains play areas, at Park Street and Chester Avenue.  
In October 2005, the Council received a petition from residents about the Chester Avenue play area, citing problems with rubbish and nuisance, and asking the Council to consider carrying out a number of improvements.  
The Council has made provision, in its 2007/08 budget of £5,000, towards an improvement scheme for the Play Area.  We have developed an improvements scheme, including installing new play equipment, resurfacing and improved access arrangements. We have consulted with residents and local school children about these plans.
The total cost of the scheme is in the region of £35,000, which represents a very significant investment by the Council.  We have received funding by way of grants from Ribble Valley Borough Council of approximately £17,000 and from Lancashire County Council in the sum of £15,000.  Work is due to commence on site in the summer.
(vi) Town Awards

The Council makes a number of annual Town Awards to recognise those people or organisations who have contributed to life in Clitheroe, be it by, for example, undertaking environmental improvements or enhancing or restoring a building. The Award Winners are presented with a certificate by the Mayor.  This year’s recipients were;
· In the category of Service to the Town of Clitheroe: Peter Robinson, the High Sheriff of Lancashire;
· In the category of Environmental Improvements (The Rev C Denis McWilliam Award): St James CE Primary School, Greenacre Street for the garden/nature trail at the school;
· In the category of Building Enhancement and Restoration: Castleford Home for the elderly, Queens Road, Clitheroe;
· In the category of Arts and Culture (The John Barry Award): Ken Geddes for his contribution to Clitheroe Concert Society and Ribblesdale Camera Club; and
· In the category of Service to Youth and the Community: Melrose Diack and Geoff Jackson.

(vii) Events

Band Concerts – four Band Concerts were held during June, July and August 2006 on a Sunday at the Castle Band Stand.  These were organised by the Town Council and involved the Barnoldswick Brass Band, Preston Concert Band, Slaidburn Silver Band and the Balderstone Brass Band.

Last Night of the Proms – this took place in August, as usual, and was well attended.  Some 1500 people enjoyed the concert, a significant increase on the numbers attending in 2005.  The music was provided by Slaidburn Silver Band.  The concert raised in the region of £2,000 for the Mayor’s Welfare Fund.

Christmas Lights – The Town Council, in association with the Clitheroe and District Chamber of Trade, and with grant assistance from Ribble Valley Borough Council and donations from local businesses, provided a total of 130 small Christmas trees and net lights to shops in Clitheroe Town Centre in 2006.  This represented an increased take up from the previous year of about 28%. 
(viii) Donations and Grants

The Council made significant financial contributions to a number of local groups and organisations during the year.  Grants and donations exceeded £16,000.  A list of some of those receiving financial support from the Council this year is as follows:

	Decorative Clitheroe Committee

Castle Museum

Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Clitheroe the Future
	Roefield Leisure Centre

Clitheroe Concert Society

Clitheroe Town Band

Great Days Festival




3
Summary of Accounts

           A summary of the audited Annual Return, relating to the financial year 2005/06, is attached. It was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 and received an unqualified opinion from the external auditor.
The Council provided a proper opportunity for the exercise of electors’ rights and displayed notices on the Council’s notice board outside the Town Hall from 26th June 2006.  The appropriate records were made available for public inspection.
4
‘Quality’ Parish Status and website
During 2005/06, the Council decided that arrangements would be made for Clitheroe Town Council to obtain ‘Quality’ Parish Status.  We are proposing to apply for accreditation in September 2007.  
In preparation, we have set up a new Council website, which went live in March.  The website gives contact details for councillors and employees of the Council, provides information about Council services and provides copies of newsletters and minutes. There are links provided to the Lancashire County Council, Ribble Valley Borough Council and the Environment Agency website.

The website has been designed to be easy to use and access and it is compliant with relevant accessibility criteria.  It provides a new point of access for members of the public and is an important step towards our achievement of Quality Status. The website can be found at www.clitheroetowncouncil.gov.uk.
During the year we introduced a regular programme of newsletters.  These commenced with our first newsletter which was issued in November 2006. Copies of the newsletters were made available at various locations, including the library, Ribble Valley Council Offices and the Tourist Information Centre. They provide information about forthcoming events, details of meeting dates and contact information for councillors and Town Council staff.
We have introduced a number of leaflets about the work of the Town Council and have looked at other ways to improve the way in which we communicate with the people of Clitheroe.
5.
War Memorial – Improvements to Paths
The Town Council is responsible for the maintenance of the War Memorial and had received a complaint about the condition of the paths and, in particular, difficulties in access for the disabled.  
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 A site visit took place during the summer of 2006 in order to look into the complaint.  On inspection, the paths were found to be in a poor state in some areas, and the tarmac had worn away in some places.  
The Town Council commissioned and paid for work to improve the paths, including a resurfacing of the top footpath to make it easier for wheelchair access.  The work was completed before the Remembrance Sunday event in November 2006.
 6.       Honorary Burgess - Mr. Eric Bracewell
In September 2006, the Council resolved to award the title of honorary burgess to Mr.   Eric Bracewell, in recognition of his long and distinguished service to the town of Clitheroe.  Mr. Bracewell had served the public as both an officer and as councillor for over 50 years.  An illuminated scroll was presented to Mr. Bracewell at a special meeting held on 4th December 2006.
7. Contact us.

Your Town Councillor
If you need to get in touch with your local councillor, you can find their contact details set out below;

EDISFORD & LOW MOOR

	Councillor Ruth Hargreaves                                  

32 Hall Street, Clitheroe. 

BB7 1HJ
Tel: 01200 428467
	Councillor Alan Yearing

80–82 Bawdlands, Clitheroe. 
BB7 2LA

Tel: 01200 423138




LITTLEMOOR WARD

	Councillor Sue Appleton
94 Woone Lane, Clitheroe. 
BB7 1BJ

Tel: 01200 424936
	Councillor Glyn Fowler
100 Hayhurst Street, Clitheroe.
BB7 1ND

Tel: 01200 422575  


PRIMROSE WARD

	Councillor Allan Knox

94 Woone Lane, Clitheroe. 
BB7 1BJ

Tel: 01200 424936 
	Councillor Mrs Mary Robinson

35 Victoria Street, Clitheroe. 
BB7 1BL

Tel: 01200 423896


SALTHILL WARD

	Councillor David A Berryman

Wilkin House, 80 Highfield Road, Clitheroe. 
BB7 1NE  
Tel: 01200 444862
	Councillor Rose Connor
22 Highfield Road Clitheroe.
BB7 1NE

Tel: 01200 427955



ST MARY’S WARD

	Councillor Simon Entwistle
37 Littlemoor Road Clitheroe.
BB7 1ES

Tel: 01200 426821

	Councillor Chris Punchard
Glenwood, Cardigan Avenue,

Clitheroe. 

BB7 2DY  
Tel: 01200 427921


Clitheroe Town Council staff

The offices are located at the Town Hall on Church Street and are open from 9.00a.m - 1.00p.m. Monday to Friday.  

Members of staff can be contacted at; Clitheroe Town Hall, 9 Church Street, 

Clitheroe, BB6 2DD. Telephone: 01200 424722 or Fax: 01200 442241.
E-mail: clitheroe@btconnect.com
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Town Clerk - Ian Woolstencroft

Administrative Officer / Mayor’s Secretary - Irene Williamson

Town Sergeant / Allotments Manager - Roger Hirst

Halberdiers - David Taylor and Keith Jackson

Mayor’s Attendant / Chauffeur - Keith Jackson

Assistant Mayor’s Attendant / Chauffeur - Arthur Astles

Town Hall Assistant - Glenys Forrest

For any further information about the content of this report, please contact the Town Clerk, Ian Woolstencroft 01200 424722, 9 Church Street, Clitheroe BB7 2DD.
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