MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 25 JULY, 2011. 

PRESENT:   The Town Mayor Councillor Susan Knox in the Chair;

                      The Deputy Town Mayor Councillor Alan Yearing; 

                      Councillors, David Berryman, Pam Dowson, Kevin Horkin, Allan 

                      Knox, Mary Robinson,
                      Janet Meloy, Administrative Assistant 

APOLOGIES:   Apologies for absence, together with reasons, were received from 

                           Councillors Val Cooper, Ruth Moores and Jim Shervey  

                           RESOLVED:  That the apologies be accepted. 
GP 414.11  MINUTES.
                   The Minutes of the last meeting held on the 13 June, 2011 were 

                   confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

GP 415.11  PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

                   Consideration was given to planning applications received for week 

                   ended 15 July, 2011. 

                           RESOLVED:    (1) That no objections be raised to applications

                           3/2011/0545 and 0549; 

(2) That Ribble Valley Borough Council be 

informed that the Town Council object  to application 3/2011/0547, 

24 Chatburn Park Drive, Clitheroe – proposed demolition of the 

existing dwelling and replacement with a new bungalow with two bedrooms in the roofspace (revision of previously refused application) on the ground of over-development; 
(3) That with regard to application 3/2011/0429,
RVBC be asked to impose a Section  106 Agreement (Town and      Country Planning act 1990) to ensure the provision of additional litter bins due to the nature of the business; and
(4) That RVBC be informed of the Town Council’s

concerns in relation to application 3/2011/0429, application by Nero Holdings Limited, for 27-29 Castle Street, Clitheroe – retrospective application for the change of use of the ground floor to class A1/A3 use. “It would appear that this national company should be aware of policies relating to change of use and to apply retrospectively might suggest that they wanted to open for business at the expense of planning regulations.  If this were the case then the Town Council would like to protest most strongly.”  
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GP 416.11 ACCOUNTS PAID DURING JUNE 2011. 

                   Details of accounts paid during June 2011, were submitted
                   as shown in the Appendix to these Minutes. 

                           RESOLVED:  That the accounts be approved. 

GP417.11  COMMON GOOD FUND. 

A written report was received from the Town Clerk outlining the response from local businesses to the Town Council’s proposal to set up the Common Good Fund.
RESOLVED:  (1)  That the Town Council note the response from the business community;
(2)  That the Town Council agree to the revised application form;                                                   

                                                            (3)  That the Town Clerk be asked to organize
a date for the meeting of the Working Group as soon as possible; 

                        (4)  That the Working Group to decide which of 

the donors be asked to serve on the Working Group; and

                        (5)  That the Town Clerk be authorized to publicise the Common Good Fund.   

GP 418.11  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – INVITATION TO 

                   COMMENT ON PLANNING MATTERS  

 The Committee were informed that the Town Council was being consulted on   several documents prepared by Ribble Valley Borough Council which will contribute to the development of a significant planning document – the Core Strategy – comments and views on which had to be submitted no later than the 12 August 2011.      .

Councillor Horkin expressed concern that the only public meeting taking place in the Ribble Valley would be in Longridge.  Whilst the Borough Council had arranged a “drop in session” in Clitheroe he felt that this did not give the public a sufficient opportunity to air their views.



RESOLVED: (1)  That the following comments be put forward



by the Town Council:

(a) That there be an equal division of housing development over  

the four County Council divisions;
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(b) That there be no more than 75 houses be built on each 

housing development;



(c)  That there be green corridors between the original



       developments and any new ones;



(d)  That the housing development be sympathetic to the area 



       and the needs of the population.




(e)  That the housing developments match the existing housing




       mix which will be sustainable for all generations; and

(2) That the Town Clerk be requested to try to 



arrange for a Planning Officer from the Borough Council to 


attend a public meeting for Clitheroe residents before the 12 



August 2011 in a suitable venue in Clitheroe, avoiding the 11 



August 2011 (Borough Council Planning and Development



Committee Meeting).

GP 419.11   POLLING  DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES REVIEW                

        It was reported that in order to comply with the Review of Polling Districts



        and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006, the


        Borough Council must undertake and complete a review of all the polling


        districts and polling places in its area by 31 December 2011, Ribble


        Valley Borough Council’s Review commencing from the 11 July 2011

                    and concluding on the 31 August 2011.  The Town Council were,


        therefore, consulted on this Review. 
.

                 RESOLVED:  That the Town Council has no comments on


 this Review. 
GP420.11    CLITHEROE FAIRTRADE GROUP


         The Committee considered a request from the Clitheroe Fairtrade Group


         to include reference to the work they do on the Town Council’s web-

                     site which would also include a summary of their achievements and


         contact details.
   




RESOLVED:  That the request be granted.
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GP421.11  REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – SIDNEY WHITESIDE

                  CHARITABLE TRUST – BOWLAND PENNINE MOUNTAIN

                  RESCUE TEAM AND THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY 


      MAGDALENE

                  The Committee gave consideration to applications received for grant 

      assistance through the Sidney Whiteside Charity from the Bowland


      Pennine Mountain Rescue Team and from the Parish Church of St.

                  Mary Magdalene.




RESOLVED:  (1) That the Trustees of the Sidney Whiteside 




Charity be informed that the Town Council recommend that a



grant of  £500 be made to the Parish Church of St. Mary 




Magdalene towards the cost of repairs to the Church Spire; and
(2) That the Trustees be informed that the Town



Council are unable to support a grant from the Charity to the




Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue Team.

GP422.11   REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – BOWLAND


       PENNINE MOUNTAIN RESCUE.  


       The Committee gave consideration to a request received from the Bowland


       Mountain Rescue Team for grant assistance towards the cost of training


       volunteer members across a range of core skills.




RESOLVED:  That the request be approved on the basis that




funding will be provided at the end of the current financial




Municipal Year from the Mayor’s Welfare Fund, the amount to




be determined at that stage.        
GP423.11  WARD ITEMS RAISED BY TOWN COUNCILLORS


       FOOTPATH CLOSURE


       Councillor Pam Dowson commented on the closure of a footpath close to


       CRGS.  Councillor David Berryman advised that he had spoken to the


       Bursar at the school and the area mentioned by Councillor Pam Dowson was


       not officially designated as a footpath.  

The meeting finished at 8.15pm.
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