MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 28 NOVEMBER, 2011. 
PRESENT:  The Town Mayor Councillor Susan Knox in the Chair;

                      The Deputy Town Mayor Councillor Alan Yearing;

                      Councillors Valerie Cooper, Pam Dowson,  Kevin Horkin, Allan 

                      Knox, Ruth Moores,  Simon O’Rourke, Mary Robinson and Jim 

                      Shervey.
                      The Town Clerk. 

GP432.11  MINUTES.

                  The Minutes of the last meeting held on the 3 October, 2011 were 

                  confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

GP433.11  PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

                  Consideration was given to planning applications received for weeks 

                  ended 4, 11 and 18 November, 2011. 

                        RESOLVED:  (1)  That no objections be raised to applications

                        3/2011/0766; 0812; 0889; 0890; 0899; 0912; 0921 and 0942;

(2) That Ribble Valley Borough Council be 

                        informed that the Town Council object to application 3/2011/0892
                        - land off Milton Street, Clitheroe proposed residential 

                        development on the grounds that the proposal will lead to over-

                        development, the main access road Milton Avenue has car parking 

                        on either side and, the proposed affordable housing contained 

                       within the proposals in terms of cost is more than the Town 

                       Council considers is “affordable”;and 

(3) That Ribble Valley Borough Council be      

                        informed that the Town Council object to application 3/2011/0922

                        Nearfield, Eastham Street, Clitheroe – proposed demolition of the 

                        existing  dwelling and construction of a proposed replacement 

                        dwelling on the ground that the proposed new building will 

                        overshadow adjacent dwellings. 

GP434.11   ACCOUNT BALANCES END OF OCTOBER, 2011. 

                   The Town Clerk submitted details of the account balances as at 31 

                   October, 2011 together with Actual/Estimated Income and 

                   Expenditure in October and November, 2011. 

                   Balances                                                             As at 31 October, 2011.

                                                                                                                     £

                   1. Business Base Rate Tracker                                 94,467.20

                   2. Business Premium                                                      613.56

                   3. Current                                                                     8,828.25
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                 4.  Petty Cash                                                                    100.00
                                                                                 TOTAL       104,009.01

                                                         Oct’11                                                Nov’11

                                                              £                                                          £

Actual/ Estimated  Income          2,181.53                                              2,000.00
Actual/ Estimated Expenditure  5,686.61                                              7,500.00

                             RESOLVED:  That the account balances be approved. 

GP435.11   ACCOUNTS PAID DURING OCTOBER, 2011. 

                    Details of the accounts paid during October, 2011 were submitted as 

                    shown in the Appendix to these Minutes. 

                             RESOLVED:  That the accounts be approved. 

GP436.11   AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS – ANNUAL RETURN – 2010/2011. 

                   With reference to Minute No 303.11 (June 2011), of the Council the 

                   Town Clerk reported that the External Auditor had completed the 

                   Audit of the Town Council’s Accounts for the year ended 31 March, 

                   2011. 

                             RESOLVED:  That the Annual Return be approved and 

                             accepted by the Town Council. 

GP437.11  SUMMER BAND CONCERTS 2011. 

                  The Town Clerk submitted, for information, of the receipts and 

                  payments made relating to the Summer Band Concerts 2011 and 

                  asked Members to determine the level of funds to go to the Mayor’s 

                  Welfare Fund. 

                             RESOLVED:  That the whole of the amount raised from the 

                  collection at the Last Night of the Proms ie £1,881.05 be allocated to 

                  the Mayor’s Welfare Fund. 

GP438.11  ROLE OF THE TOWN CRIER. 

                  With reference to Minute No GP425.11 (October, 2011), the Town

                  Clerk reported that he had met with the Town Crier to discuss ways 

                  in which the current role of the Town Crier could be extended.  He 
                 outlined ways in which this could be done. This included organising a 

                 Town Crier Competition in Clitheroe during 2012 on the basis that the 

                 Town Council would be asked to fund the cost of two nights stay in a

                 local hotel, lunch on the day of the competition and prizes for the 
                 competitors at an estimated cost of £1,700. 

                                RESOLVED:  (1) That the initiatives outlined in the report 

                 to extend the role of the Town Crier be implemented; 
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(2) That arrangements be made to hold a Town 

                 Criers Competition during 2012 but on the understanding that the 

                 Town Council will not meet the cost of bed and breakfast in a local 

                 Hotel for each Competitor;  and 

(3) That Town and Borough  Councillors  be 

                  approached to determine whether they could help provide 

                  accommodation for the Competitors.  
GP439.11  QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL STATUS. 

                  The Town Clerk reported that the Quality Town Council status which 

                  Clitheroe Town Council had been awarded in 2007 expired on the 21 

                  November, 2011. He explained that in applying for re-accreditation it 

                  would be necessary to submit a complete portfolio covering all the 

                  areas  outlined in the second edition of the guidance notes issued in 

                  2008.  Again a successful submission would expire after another four 

                  years.  However, the Town Council are allowed to use the “Quality” 

                  logo for a period of three months from the 21 November, 2011. 

                  He outlined the staffing implications in carrying out the work . He 

                  pointed out that there are significant workload implications especially 

                  so far as larger Council’s are concerned and, in many cases, the Clerk 

                  needs to do the work in their own time for which the National 

                 Association of Local Councils recommend should be on a paid basis. 

                 He explained that 2012 would be especially busy leading up to the 

                 Torchlight Procession at the end of August, 2012.  Therefore, in his 

                 opinion it would be extremely difficult to also carry out the work 

                 involved  in obtaining re-accreditation on top of everything else that 

                 had to be done. 

                 He suggested that, in his experience, there hadn’t been any marked

                 benefits since the Town Council had obtained Quality Status. 

                 Finally, the Town Clerk reported that the Secretary to LALC had 

                 offered to discuss with him the work which would need to be done for 

                 Clitheroe Town Council to obtain re-accreditation as that would help 

                 the Town Council to make a decision as to whether to reapply. 

                         RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk be asked to submit a report 

                         to a future meeting once he has had an opportunity to discuss the 

                         matter with the Secretary of LALC. 

GP440.11   APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES- CLITHEROE ROYAL 

                    GRAMMAR SCHOOL  FOUNDATION TRUSTEES. 

                    The Town Clerk reported that he had been approached by the Clerk 

                    to  the CRGS Foundation Trustees to determine whether the Town 

                    Council could replace former Councillors David Berryman and 

                    Simon Entwistle on the CRGS Foundation for a four year period. 
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RESOLVED:  That Councillors Ruth Moores and Jim Shervey

                        be appointed as replacements. 

GP441.11   RIBBLE VALLEY HOUSING REQUIREMENT REVIEW. 

                    The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited

                    by Ribble Valley Borough Council to comment on the work that has 

                    recently been undertaken to help decide how many houses should be 

                    built in the Borough over the next twenty years.  He explained that 

                    comments had to be submitted by the 16 December, 2011. 

                           RESOLVED:  That a Working Group of Town Councillors 

                           be set up comprising of Councillors Kevin Horkin, Allan Knox,
                           Simon O’Rourke and Mary Robinson to meet at 4.00pm on the 

                           5 December, 2011 to put forward recommendations for approval

                           at the next meeting of this Committee on the 19 December, 2011. 

GP442.11   INTRODUCTION OF A DOG CONTROL ORDER FOR THE 

                   RIBBLE VALLEY. 

                   The Town Clerk reported that Ribble Valley Borough Council intend

                   to make a Dog Control Order under sections 55 and 56 of the Clean 

                   Neighbourhoods and Environment Act to include any land in the 

                   Open air to which the public are entitled or permitted to have access. 

                   The Act also allows for different degrees of control from a complete

                   ban to a requirement for dogs to be kept on a lead, along with the 

                   clearance and removal of dog faeces. 

                   He explained that the Borough Council is assessing its portfolio 

                   of open space to determine which areas should be included and is 

                   willing to include other areas owned by Parish Councils that are 

                   experiencing problems. 

                            RESOLVED:  That the Town Council would like the Chester 

                           Avenue (Tom Robinson) and Park Street Play areas  to be 

                           included in this Order. 

GP443.11  APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A HGV OPERATOR’S

                  LICENCE - INTEGRITY HAULAGE LTD, UNIT 8-9 SALTHILL

                  INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LINCOLN WAY, CLITHEROE. 

                  The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been consulted 

                  on an application to vary a HGV Operator’s Licence relating to 

                  Integrity Haulage Ltd, Unit 8-9 Salthill Industrial Estate, Lincoln 

                  Way, Clitheroe. 

                              RESOLVED:  That the Town Council have no objections. 
GP444.11  HANSON CEMENT,  RIBBLESDALE WORKS, CLITHEROE. 

                   The Town Mayor reported that Hanson Cement , Clitheroe 

                   (formerly Castle Cement) had recently announced that they would 

                   be reducing production by 30% which would mean 30 redundancies

                   amongst the Ribblesdale factory workforce.  She explained that this 

                  position had come about against a backdrop of falling demand

                  for cement and recent changes to the European Union carbon 

                 trading rules. 
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                 She suggested that the Town Council should make representations

                 to the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills as this 

                 Company is one of the major employers in the town. 
                        RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk be asked to write to the 

                        Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills expressing 

                        this Council’s concerns and requesting that consideration be given 

                        to the Government making help available to Clitheroe to combat 

                        the issues arising from these redundancies and to generate growth 
                        at a time when there is a difficult national and international 

                        economic climate. 

GP445.11   WARD ITEMS RAISED BY TOWN COUNCILLORS. 

                   Alcohol Free Zone Signs – Clitheroe Town Centre. 

                   Councillor Kevin Horkin asked when the Alcohol Free Signs in 

                   Clitheroe Town Centre would be erected. 

                   The Town Clerk undertook to take this matter up with Bill Alker

                   at Ribble Valley Borough Council.  

                   Provision of Additional Grit Bins in Clitheroe.

                   Councillor Pam Dowson reported that a grit bin had not been 

                   provided in the Bracken Hey area. 

                    Councillor Allan Knox reported that the County Council would 

                    arrange to fill additional grit bins on the basis that local Councils 
                    would meet the cost of providing them and ensuring that they are 

                    used by local residents which would involve having locked bins with 

                    a local resident being responsible for security . 

                            RESOLVED:  That  this matter be discussed at the next meeting 

                           of this Committee. 

                   Redundant Signage in Clitheroe 
                   Councillor Alan Yearing reported that he was aware there are a 

                   number of  road signs and others in Clitheroe that are either out of 

                   date or are difficult to read owing to their condition . He suggested 

                   that Members be asked to identify such signs in their respective 

                   Wards and report back to a future meeting in the New Year. 

The meeting finished at 8.10pm.                                ………………………………

                                                                                      Chairman. 
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