MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 18 FEBRUARY 2008
PRESENT: 
The Town Mayor, Councillor David Berryman, in the Chair;



Councillors Sue Appleton, Rosemary Connor, Simon Entwistle, 



Glynn Fowler, Chris Punchard, Mary Robinson and Alan Yearing.



The Town Clerk

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence, together with reasons, were received from the Deputy Town Mayor and Councillor Ruth Hargreaves.


       RESOLVED: That the apologies and reasons be accepted.

P121.08  MINUTES


The Minutes of the last meeting held on 28 January 2008 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

P122.08
USE OF PLASTIC BAGS IN CLITHEROE


With reference to Minute No P120.08, consideration was given to the membership of the Member Working Group.



RESOLVED: That the Group comprise of the Town Mayor, Deputy 


Town Mayor, Councillors Connor and Robinson, and Margaret Sutcliffe.

P123.08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration was given to planning applications for week ended 8 February 2008.


Councillor Glynn Fowler declared an interest in connection with application 
3/2008/0114.



RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to application 3/2008/0114.

P124.08
ACCOUNTS


The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 31 January 2008, together with Actual / Estimated Income and Expenditure for January and February 2008.


He reported that he had transferred £20,000 from the Business Base Rate Tracker Account to the Business Premium Account, and £20,000 from the Business Premium Account to the Current Account. 

               Balances                                                             As at 31 January 2008
                                                                                                                 £

               1.  Business Base Rate Tracker.                                    27, 217.99

               2.  Business Premium Account                                        5,686.27

               3.  Current  Account                                                        3,891.88
               4.  Petty Cash Imprest                                                  ___100.00
                                                                                    TOTAL  £36,896.14
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                                                                         Jan 08                                 Feb 08

                                                                              £                                           £

               Actual/ Estimated Income                     3.47

      10,000.00
               Actual/ Estimated Expenditure      8,367.64                              23,000.00

               
RESOLVED:  That the Accounts and the Bank Transfers be approved. 
P125.08
ACCOUNTS PAID


The Town Clerk submitted details of Accounts paid during January 2008.


RESOLVED: That the accounts paid during January 2008, details of which are shown in the Appendix to these Minutes, be approved.

P126.08
LANCASHIRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2008


The Town Clerk reported that entries in the various categories for the 2008 Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition had to be submitted by 

31 March 2008.


He submitted details of entries made in 2007.


RESOLVED: That consideration of this matter be deferred to the Town Council meeting on 17 March 2008.

P127.08
APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

FIVE YEAR PERIOD COMMENCING WITH THE 2007/08 ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk reported that the Audit Commission propose to appoint BDO Stoy Hayward LLP as auditor to Clitheroe Town Council for a five year period commencing with the 2007/08 accounts.

In addition, he reported that the Commission propose to appoint a panel of its own officers, details of which he submitted, that can be the external auditor to the Town Council in the event that BDO Stoy Hayward is not able to continue with the appointment, or to assist with, or act solely on, additional work, where necessary.


RESOLVED: That the proposals be accepted.

P128.08
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

(A671 QUEENSWAY, CLITHEROE, RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH) (CONVERSION OF EXISTING ZEBRA CROSSING TO A PUFFIN CROSSING)

The Town Clerk submitted a copy of the above Order and Plan, the effect of which was to establish a Puffin crossing on the A671 Queensway, Clitheroe, to replace the existing zebra crossing at the same location.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the proposal.
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P129.08
LANCASHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN 2008/11

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited to comment on the new Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service Risk Management Plan 2008/11.  He further reported that the draft version for the consultation can be viewed at www.lancsfire.gov.uk/index.asp


RESOLVED: That the report be noted

P130.08
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE


GIRL GUIDE UNIT IN CLITHEROE
The Town Clerk submitted an application received for grant assistance through the Sydney Whiteside Charity to help a new Girl Guide Unit being set up in Clitheroe to purchase uniforms and equipment.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Sydney Whiteside Trustees be informed that the Town Council supports a grant of £100 being made available to this group for the purchase of equipment; and

(2)
That the Town Clerk be asked to invite the organizer to submit an application for financial assistance through the Mayor of Clitheroe Welfare Fund for consideration by the Town Council in March 2008.

The meeting finished at 7.30pm

……..

Chairman
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