CLITHEROE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning, Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

18 December 2006

PRESENT:
The Worshipful the Town Mayor (Councillor Allan Knox in the Chair)



The Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor David Berryman)



Councillors Ruth Hargreaves, Mary Robinson, Margaret Sutcliffe, 



Stephen Sutcliffe and Alan Yearing



The Town Clerk

APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence, together with reasons, were received from Councillors Ian Brown and Joan Knight.



RESOLVED: That the apologies be accepted.

P209.06  MINUTES

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 20 November 2006 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman.
P210.06
FLOOD WARNINGS NEW ARRANGEMENTS


PRESENTATION BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY


The Town Clerk reported that he had received apologies from the staff who 
were to give a presentation this evening on new arrangements being introduced 
by the Environment Agency for flood warnings in the area.  He explained that 
he had made arrangements for the Town Council to receive written information 
on the matter which he would distribute to Members.



RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be requested to make arrangements for 

a presentation to be given at a future meeting.

P211.06
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration was given to planning applications for the weeks ended 24 and 


30 November and 8 December 2006.


He explained that it would not be possible to consider the applications received 
for week ended 15 December, as three clear days’ notice had not been given to 
Members.  

In the circumstances, he recommended that, in such cases, he be authorised in 
future to consult all Members and respond to the Planning Authority.  However, 
where it is not possible to do that within the timescale for comments to be 
submitted, he be authorised to consult the relevant Ward Councillors and, where 
there is no majority view, the Town Mayor, and reply to the Planning Authority.  
He recommended that the Council’s Standing Orders be amended accordingly.

- 70 –


RESOLVED:


(1)
That no objection be raised to any of the following applications:-




3/2006/0889; 0901; 0937; 0951; 0956; 0960; 0963; 0973; 0975; 



0979; 0985; 0997; 0998; 0999; 1006; and 1027;


(2)
That with regard to application 3/2006/0982 – 7 Church Street, 



Clitheroe – internally statically illuminated sign, the Town Council 


expresses concern at the proposal within a Conservation Area;



(3)
That with regard to application 3/2006/0993 – land adjacent to 




16 Colthirst Drive, Clitheroe, erection of 2 one bed room 




apartments on domestic garden area, the Town Council supports 



the application if affordable housing is being provided, but objects 



to the application if it is not; and



(4)
That the proposed amendments to the Council’s Standing Orders 



be agreed.

P212.06
ACCOUNTS


The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 30 November 2006 together 
with Actual/Estimated Income and Expenditure for November and December 
2006.


Balances




As at 30 November 2006


1
Business Base Rate Tracker

45128.78


2
Business Premium Account

  9596.71


3
Current Account


15328.13


4
Petty Cash Imprest


   100.00







70153.62







Nov06

Dec06








     £

      £


Actual / Estimated Income


  2466.88
1500.00


Actual / Estimated Expenditure

10124.25
5000.00 



The Town Clerk reported details of bank transfers he had arranged.



RESOLVED: That the Accounts, as submitted, be approved, along with 


the Bank Transfers.
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P213.06
CHESTER AVENUE (TOM ROBINSON) PLAY AREA

IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

The Town Clerk reported on arrangements being made to prepare an outline scheme for the improvement of the Chester Avenue Play Area.


He explained that, in order to carry out a significant improvement scheme, it would be necessary to attract external funding in addition to the £5,000 provided in the Town Council’s 2007/08 Revenue estimates.  This funding would be sought from Ribble Valley Borough Council under their new ‘Parishes Grant Scheme’, and the Big Lottery Fund called ‘Playful Ideas’.


He reported that an application had to be submitted to Ribble Valley Borough Council by the end of January 2007, and the Lottery bid had to be made by March 2007, or possibly during the summer.


He further reported that a brief, a copy of which was made available, had been prepared which had been sent to two providers of play equipment, in order that they can provide an indicative scheme and costings.  He pointed out that it was proposed to consult with local residents once the indicative scheme details have been received.



RESOLVED:



(1)
That the Town Clerk be authorised to make application for 



financial support for this scheme to the Ribble Valley Borough 


Council and the Big Lottery Fund; and



(2)
That the Officers of Ribble Valley Borough Council who are 


assisting in this matter be thanked for their support.

P214.06
JOINT LANCASHIRE MINERALS AND WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – MANAGING OUR WASTE AND NATURAL RESOURCES


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the document Managing Our Waste and Natural Resources produced by the Lancashire County Council’s Joint Advisory Committee for Strategic Planning, which invited comments by 11 January 2007.



RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

P215.06
BUS STOP CLEARWAY AND TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS A671 CHATBURN ROAD, CLITHEROE


With reference to Minute No P172.06 (July 06), the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Environment Directorate at Lancashire County Council confirming that, in the interest of safety, it will be necessary to restrict parking opposite the bus clearway during the likely boarding and alighting passenger times.



RESOLVED: That the report be noted.
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P216.06
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (SALTHILL ROAD, CLITHEROE, RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH REVOCATION AND DISABLED PARKING PLACE) ORDER 200*

The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire County Council proposed to make the above Traffic Regulation Order the effect of which would be to introduce a parking place for the exclusive use of disabled drivers on part of Salthill Road where the existing Prohibition of Waiting will be removed.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the proposals.

P217.06
LOCAL SAFETY SCHEMES PROGRAMME – A59 PENDLE ROAD / CLITHEROE ROAD JUNCTION, PERMANENT PROHIBITION OF RIGHT TURN


With reference to Minute No 62.06 (November 2006) of the full Council, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Environment Directorate at Lancashire County Council which pointed out that it is not the County Council’s policy to reduce speed limits over very short distances for specific hazards such as a junction.  However, the proposed interactive warning signs which will be installed on the A59 on each side of the Clitheroe Road Junction, will be set to trigger at 50mph.


RESOLVED: That the position be noted.

P218.06
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (A59 WHALLEY-CLITHEROE BY-PASS, CLITHEROE AND A59 GISBURN ROAD, SAWLEY, RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH)(PROHIBITION OF RIGHT TURN) ORDER 200*


The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire County Council proposal to make the above Traffic Regulation Order the effect of which would be to prohibit any motor vehicle making a Right Turn manoeuvre on the following lengths of road:-


(a)
A59 Whalley-Clitheroe By-pass onto Pendle Road, Clitheroe;


(b)
A59 Whalley-Clitheroe By-pass onto Worston Road, Clitheroe and Worston;


(c)
A59 Gisburn Road onto Sawley Old Brow, Sawley



RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the proposals
P219.06
TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS


The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited by Ribble Valley Borough Council to participate in training for Parish Councillors which they proposed to organise with some financial support from the County Council.  The Town Council had been asked to indicate whether they would prefer weekdays during the day, evenings or on a Saturday, and how many places they would like to reserve on the basis that it was hoped to finalise arrangements in January 2007.



RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be requested to reply indicating that the 
Town Council wishes to participate but suggests that the training be held 
after the local elections have taken place in May 2007.
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P220.06
NAMING OF STREETS IN RIBBLE VALLEY


With reference to Minute No 63.06 (November 2006) of the full Council, consideration was given to suggested street names which could be submitted to Ribble Valley Borough Council.



RESOLVED: 



(1)
That, at this stage, the following suggested street names be submitted 

to Ribble Valley Borough Council:

· Ainsworth

· Coplow

· Forrest

· Heald Well

· Pendiss

· Stockwell



(2)
That arrangements be made to develop a portfolio of suggested 



names that the Town Council can put forward in the future.

P221.06
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED: That the public be excluded from the meeting before discussion takes place on the remaining item of business on the grounds that it relates to an individual and, if the public were present, there would be a disclosure to them of exempt information within the meaning of Part VA of the Local Government Act 1972.

P222.06
TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT OF WORK EXPERIENCE OFFICER


With reference to Minute No 51.06 (September 2006) of the full Council, the Town Clerk outlined details of the work which the Work Experience Officer had done in recent months, together with what she would do which would assist the Town Council if her existing temporary employment was continued until the end of March 2007 on the same terms.


He reported that the costs associated with this could be met from within the 2006/07 revenue budget under the heading Quality issues.



RESOLVED: That the Work Experience Officer continue to be employed 
on the same basis until the end of March 2007.

The meeting finished at 8.20pm
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