CLITHEROE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held on 19 February 2007

PRESENT:
The Worshipful the Town Mayor (Councillor Allan Knox in the Chair)



Councillors Margaret Sutcliffe, Stephen Sutcliffe and Alan Yearing



The Town Clerk

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence, together with reasons, were received from Councillors Ian Brown, Ruth Hargreaves, Joan Knight and John McGowan



RESOLVED: That the apologies be accepted

P9.07
MINUTES


The Minutes of the last meeting held on 29 January 2007 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman.

P10.07
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration was given to planning applications for weeks ended 

2 and 9 February 2007.



RESOLVED: 



(1)
That no objections be raised to any of the following applications:



3/2007/0074; 0075; 0077; 0078; 0081; 0093; 0097; 0098; 0104; 



0106; 0108; 0111 and 0114; and

(2)
That, in connection with application 3/2007/0106 – Bank House, 
York Street – provision of external lift giving disabled access to 
the first and second floors of the building, the Town Clerk be 
requested to inform Ribble Valley Borough Council that the Town 
Council welcomes the need to address the provision of disabled 

access but questions the suitability of the proposed design in this 
location.

P11.07
ACCOUNTS


The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 31 January 2007 together with Actual/Estimated Income and Expenditure for January and February 2007.


Balances





As at 31 January 2007

1
Business Base Rate Tracker


35,558.36


2
Business Premium Account


  9,612.69

3
Current Account



  7,895.16

4
Petty Cash Imprest



     100.00






TOTAL
53,166.21
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Jan 07

Feb 07


Actual/Estimated Income

  2,856.09
 2,000.00


Actual/Estimated Expenditure
10,373.59
22,000.00

The Town Clerk reported details of bank transfers he had arranged.



RESOLVED: That the Accounts, as submitted, be approved, along with 
the Bank Transfers.

P12.07
MAYOR OF CLITHEROE WELFARE FUND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1 FEBRUARY 2006 TO 31 JANUARY 2007


The Town Clerk submitted a Statement of Accounts for the Mayor of Clitheroe Welfare Fund for the year 1 February 2006 to 31 January 2007.



RESOLVED: That the Statement be approved.

P13.07
INCREASE IN ROOM HIRE FEES

The Town Clerk reported that the fees for hire of rooms in the Town Hall had not been increased for some time.  He therefore submitted details of the existing fees and proposed increases.



RESOLVED: That the fees for the hire of rooms in the Town Hall be 
increased as follows:


The Council Chamber


Outside Office Hours

3 hour session

£50 or £18 per hour



Weekday mornings




£32 or £13 per hour



Mayoral Suite



Outside Office hours

3 hour session

£70 or £25 per hour



Weekday mornings




£52 or £20 per hour

P14.07
THE LANCASHIRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION FOR 2007


Consideration was given to a possible entry in the Lancashire Best Kept Village 
Competition for 2007.



RESOLVED: That the following entries be made:



Category



Nomination



Large Village Class


The Village



Places of Worship


1   St Mary’s Parish Church


and Grounds



2   St James’ Parish Church
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School Grounds


1   Clitheroe Royal Grammar School








2   Ribblesdale Children’s Centre



Village Pub/Inn/Restaurant

Weezo’s at the Old Toll House,







Parson Lane



Noticeboard



The Noticeboard located next to 







Yorkshire Bank, Market Place



War Memorial



The Castle Grounds’ War Memorial



Public Conveniences


Civic Centre Car Park



Cricket Field and surrounds

Ribblesdale Cricket Club

P15.07
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS FOR ENGAGING WITH 
NEIGHBOURHOODS IN LANCASHIRE


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a Consultation Paper on Engaging 
Communities and Neighbourhoods across Lancashire which had been issued by 

the Lancashire County Council with a closing date of 21 April 2007 for comments.



RESOLVED: That the contents of the report be noted.

P16.07
LANCASHIRE AGGREGATES LEVY SUSTAINABILITY FUND


The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire Aggregates Levy Sustainability 
Fund, which compensates local communities for the impacts of aggregates 
extraction, will continue for at least one more year, although there is no indication 
as to the amount of funding available at this stage.


Groups, individuals and organizations had been invited by the Lancashire County 
Council to apply for funding.


He explained that there are no strict rules about the sort of projects that qualify for 
support.  However, the County is interested in hearing from groups whose 
projects seek to improve their local environment for community use and make a 
lasting 
positive contribution.


Members suggested that consideration be given to applying for grant under this 
fund to assist towards the cost of refurbishing the Chester Avenue Play Area.



RESOLVED: That the position be noted and the Town Clerk be requested 

to look into the possibility of the Town Council applying for grant towards 

the costs of refurbishing the Chester Avenue Play Area.

P17.07
REVIEW OF THE QUALITY TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from DEFRA which explained that 
the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill has affected their 
plans for reviewing the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme.  If enacted, the
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Bill is expected to confirm the White Paper commitment to extend the power of 

wellbeing to all parish and town councils that satisfy criteria based on the Quality 
Parish Scheme.


Furthermore, the letter clarified some ongoing arrangements for the Scheme and 
that the research study of the Quality Parish Scheme would shortly be available on 
the Defra website: www.defra.gov.uk/rural/communities/parish-councils.htm
P18.07
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN 
HEALTH BILL (SECOND BRIEF)


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of an Executive Summary of the Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill (Second Brief).



RESOLVED: That the contents of the document be noted. 

P19.07
APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Audit Commission 
indicating that they proposed to extend the appointment of BDO Stoy Hayward to 
cover 2006/07 pending a further competition in which tenders will be invited for 
appointment as auditors again on a county-wide basis.


Furthermore, following the success of the five-year fixed rate fees for local 
councils introduced in 2001/02 and consultation with stakeholders, the 
Commission had approved new fees to operate from 2006/07.  The new fees 
would again remain in operation for a five-year period.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council has no objection to the proposal.

The meeting finished at 8.30pm

…………

Chairman 
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