CLITHEROE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held on 29 January 2007

PRESENT:
The Worshipful the Town Mayor (Councillor Allan Knox in the Chair)



The Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor David Berryman)



Councillors Ian Brown, Ruth Hargreaves, Joan Knight, John McGowan, 



Mary Robinson, Margaret Sutcliffe and Stephen Sutcliffe



The Town Clerk



Denise Thompson

APOLOGIES

An apology for absence, together with the reason, was received from Councillor Alan Yearing.



RESOLVED:



That the apology be accepted

1.07
MINUTES


The Minutes of the last meeting held on 18 December 2006 were approved and signed 
by the Chairman.

2.07
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED RIBBLE VALLEY CONSERVATION 
AREA DESIGNATION, EXTENSION AND APPRAISAL AND 
MANAGEMENT GUIDANCE

With reference to Minute No74.07 of the Town Council, Adrian Dowd, Principal Planning Officer (Design and Conservation) Ribble Valley Borough Council, addressed the meeting, outlining the justification for extending the Conservation Area in Clitheroe, and responded to questions/concerns raised.

A representative of the Clitheroe Civic Society outlined their organization’s views on the matter.


RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports, in principle, the proposed extension of the Conservation Area in Clitheroe, as it will broadly protect the framework of the town.  At the same time, however, it wishes to register the following concerns:

(a)
the possible effect which the proposals may have on those businesses not included, especially those on the margins of the designated area;


(b)
the fact that some of the most attractive buildings in the area have not 
been included as Listed Buildings.

3.07
CHESTER AVENUE (TOM ROBINSON) PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME

With reference to Minute No P213.06 (December 2006), Denise Thompson submitted details of three schemes and cost estimates which had been received from three suppliers of play equipment for the refurbishment of the Chester Avenue Play Area.

She reported that she had met, along with the Town Clerk, with two representatives of the Chester Avenue area earlier in the evening.  She outlined the residents’ views on the schemes, together with other relevant comments which they had made.

She recommended the acceptance, in principle, of the scheme submitted by Wicksteeds, and outlined suggested amendments that could be made that had been agreed with the residents’ representatives.

She explained that it would not be possible to make application for Big Lottery (Playful Ideas) funding, having regard to the anticipated timetable.

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be authorized to submit an application for grant in the sum of £30,000 to Ribble Valley Borough Council under their Parishes Grants Scheme for the improvement of the Chester Avenue Play Area based on the scheme and cost estimates received from Wicksteeds.

P4.07
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration was given to planning applications for the week ending 

12 January 2007.



RESOLVED: That no objections be raised to any of the following 



applications: 3/2006/1047; 3/2007/0030; 0035; 0037; 0039; 0047
P5.07
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2007/2008


Consideration was given to a quotation from Ribble Valley Borough Council for 
Grounds Maintenance work in 2007/2008 as follows:







      £




Cenotaph


1035.47



Chester Avenue Play Area
  191.33



Town Hall Garden

  123.81






1350.61



RESOLVED:



(1)
That the quotation be accepted; and

(2)
That the Town Clerk be asked to determine whether Ribble Valley Borough Council carry out ground maintenance work at the Park Street Play Area and, furthermore, determine what work is carried out to the Town Hall garden.

P6.07
LANCASHIRE LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2006/07 TO 2010/11


The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire County Council had prepared a booklet and CD containing the second Lancashire Local Transport Plan which outlines their strategy for the next five years.



RESOLVED: That the position be noted.

P7.07
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS – AMENDMENT TO FINANCIAL LIMITS


The Town Clerk requested authority to increase a number of financial limits in the Council’s Financial Regulations which had been adopted in May 2004, below which he has delegated authority to act without the requirement to report to the Council.


RESOLVED: That the Financial Regulations be amended by increasing 
the financial limits in the Regulations as shown in the report now 
submitted.

P8.07
CASTLE TREES


The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Chris Hughes, Community Development Manager at Ribble Valley Borough Council, in which he explained that, in order to provide uninterrupted views of the Castle Keep, it was proposed to remove the remaining eight sycamore trees growing on the rocky outcrop, just beneath the Keep.


These trees will be replaced by planting new trees in appropriate locations within the castle grounds.


He explained that the Town Council had been informed of these proposals as an interested party, and invited to make any observations/comments by 31 January 2007.


RESOLVED: That the Town Council is in agreement with the proposal and encourages the Borough Council to plant as many new trees as possible to take account of any that may not mature.

The meeting finished at 8.40pm

………………………….

Chair

