CLITHEROE  TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 25 JUNE 2007 
PRESENT:  The Town Mayor, Councillor David Berryman, in the Chair;

                     The Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Allan Knox;

                     Councillors Sue Appleton, Rosemary Connor, Simon Entwistle, 

                     Glynn Fowler, Ruth Hargreaves, Mary Robinson and Alan Yearing  

                     The Town Clerk 

PRAYERS: The Reverend Norma Johnson opened the meeting with prayers. 

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Chris Punchard.

                        RESOLVED:  That the apology be accepted. 

12.07   MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Details of the official duties undertaken by the Town Mayor and the Mayoress since 8 May 2007 were circulated for information. 

13.07   MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 12 March 2007, the Cockles and Mussels meeting held on 4 May, and the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 8 May 2007, were approved and signed by the Chair. 

14.07   MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES 



RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meetings of the Planning, Finance 


and General Purposes Committee held on 14 May and 11 June 2007 be 


noted. 

15.07   PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Consideration was given to the planning applications for the weeks ended 
8 and 15 June 2007. 

RESOLVED:  
(1)  
That no objections be raised to any of the following applications :- 



3/2007/0447; 0502; 0511; 0532; 0535; 0540;0554;0564;0571; 0571; 


0578; and

(2)      That the Town Council objects to the following applications:-

           

3/2007/0533 St Michael and St John Catholic Social Club, Lowergate  


- Provision of Smoking Shelter attached to side of the building, on the 


ground that the proposal to provide a corrugated roof is not in keeping 


with the character of buildings in the vicinity; 

        

 3/2007/0534. 24 Riverlea Gardens, Clitheroe – Single Storey sun lounge 


and bedroom extension on side and front of property, on the ground that 


there will be over-intensive development on the site.  
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16.07   ACCOUNTS PAID 



RESOLVED: That the accounts paid for the months of May 2007, 


(£85708.01) and up to and including 20 June 2007 (£9,904.25 ), details of 


which are shown in the Appendix to these Minutes, be approved. 

17.07   ASSET REGISTER AND INVENTORY
The Town Clerk submitted and reported on the Town Council’s Asset Register and Inventory as at June 2007. 



RESOLVED:  That the Asset Register and Inventory be noted. 

18.07   RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY STATEMENT 

The Town Clerk submitted and commented on a Risk Management Policy Statement for the Town Council as at June 2007. 



RESOLVED:  That the Risk Management Policy Statement be approved. 

19.07   ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – 2006/2007

The Town Clerk submitted and reported on the Town Council’s Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007.



RESOLVED:  That the Town Council’s Accounts for 2006/2007 be 


approved.

 20.07  AUDIT COMMISSION – ANNUAL RETURN 2006/2007
With reference to Minute No 19.07 above, the Town Clerk submitted and reported on the Annual Return required by the Audit Commission in respect of the Town Council’s Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007, together with the Internal Auditor’s Report, the fee for which is £235.  



RESOLVED:  That the Statement of Accounts and Statement of 



Assurance contained in the 2006/2007 Annual Return be approved, 


together with the Internal Auditor’s Report and fee. 

21.07  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR – 2007/2008 AND 2008/2009

The Town Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor’s contract would expire following the completion of his work in relation to the year ended 31 March 2007. 

He further reported that Mr Pickering had submitted a quotation for the provision of internal audit services for the next two years as follows:-

                        2007 /2008      £245

                        2008/ 2009      £255



RESOLVED:  That the quotations be accepted. 

22.07   NOTICE OF AUDIT 

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the Notice of Audit in respect of the Town Council’s Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007, which was to commence on 10 August 2007.
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He further reported that the Town Council had also been selected for a random Intermediate Audit which involved the completion of a questionnaire and the submission of further supporting documentation. 



RESOLVED:  That the report be noted. 

23.07  REVISED MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARISH AND TOWN 

           COUNCILS 

           The Town Clerk submitted the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct)

           Order 2007 No 1159, which contained a revised Model Code of Conduct for 

           Parish and Town Councils. He also submitted a letter from the Standards Board 

           for England regarding the new Code. 

           He reported that the new Code of Conduct came into force from 3 May 2007. 

           Parish and Town Councils have until 1 October, 2007 to adopt it, after that time, 

           members of councils that have not adopted a revised Code will be automatically 

           covered by it. The existing Code will continue in force until such time as a 

          Council adopt the new one, or until 1 October, whichever is the sooner. 

           He further reported to ensure that all councillors are subject to the same standards

           across the country, the Standards Board for England encourage councils to adopt

           the Code at the first opportunity. Furthermore, the Standards Board recommends 

           that councils adopt the Code unamended, with one exception. which relates to 

           paragraph 12(2), which is not mandatory for parishes, which gives members with 

           a prejudicial interest the same rights as members of the public to speak to a 

           meeting on the issue and then leave before the main discussion and vote. 

           He explained that if this Town Council wished such a provision to apply it 

           would be necessary to pass a resolution adopting the Model Code of Conduct

           including paragraph 12(2). Furthermore, the Town Council would need to have 

          Standing Orders in place, which set out clearly the circumstances whereby 

          Members of the public can attend meetings for the purpose of making 

          representations, giving evidence or answering questions. 

          He recommended that, as the Town Council’s Standing Orders contain such a 

          Provision, the Model Code of Conduct be adopted in full. 

          

RESOLVED:  


(1)  
That this Town Council adopts the Model Code of Conduct for 



Parish and Town Councils as provided for in the Local Authorities 



(Model of Conduct) Order 2007 No 1159 including paragraph 



12(2); and 

           

(2)  
That the Town Clerk be requested to notify the Standards Board 



for England; 

          

 (3)  
That paragraph 56 of the Town Council’s Standing Orders be 



amended to read as follows:-

         

 
“If a member who has declared a personal interest then considers 



the interest to be prejudicial, he may attend a meeting of the
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Council but only for the purpose of making representations, 



answering questions or giving evidence relating to that business, 



and must leave the meeting immediately after”; and 



(4)
That the Town Clerk be requested to review the Council’s 




Standing Orders relating to the admission of the public with a view 


to making the arrangements more specific in line with the practice 



of other Councils and report back to a future meeting with a 



proposal.  

24.07   ANNUAL REPORT – 2006/2007 

With reference to Minute No P 51.07 (June 2007), the Town Clerk submitted a revised copy of the Annual Report for 2006/2007 which took into account Members’ comments. He explained that the Report would be published before the end of June 2007, and copies would be made available for the public at Clitheroe Town Hall, Ribble Valley Council Offices, Clitheroe Library, the County Council Offices and other local authorities. 



RESOLVED:  That the Annual Report for 2006/2007, as submitted, be 


approved. 

25.07
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO PERMITTED 

           
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR 

           
HOUSEHOLD EXTENSIONS 

           
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Ribble Valley Borough 

           
Council regarding changes which the Government proposes to introduce to the 

          
 planning system relating to alterations/ extensions a houseowner can make 
without getting planning permission from the Council. 


           RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be requested to obtain the view of such 

bodies as the LAPTC and the NALC on this matter, and report back to a 


future meeting.  

26.07    A  PARISH CHARTER FOR LANCASHIRE

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited to send two

representatives to attend a Roadshow which the County Council was organizing

on the 27 June, 2007 in Whalley School at 7.30pm as one of a series in the County to consult Parish and Town Council on a Parish Charter for Lancashire which will be agreed with Parishes at a Parish Conference on 15 September 2007 at the Woodlands Conference Centre, Chorley. 



RESOLVED:  That this Council be represented at the Road Show by the 


Town Mayor and Councillor Sue Appleton. 

27.07  CONDITION OF THE CASTLE GROUNDS

  Councillor Rosemary Connor outlined her concerns regarding the current 

  condition of the Castle grounds. She made specific reference to the Cenotaph 

  gardens and surrounding area which are the responsibility of the Town Council. 

The Town Clerk suggested that the matter could be discussed at the proposed 

  meeting with the Leader of Ribble Valley Borough Council referred to later on this 

  Agenda. 
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RESOLVED:  


(1)   
That the matter be discussed as suggested later in the meeting; and

               (2)   
That the Town Clerk be asked to obtain details of the schedule of 



work which Ribble Valley Borough Council carry out under the 



grounds maintenance contract on behalf of the Town Council at the 


Cenotaph gardens and surrounding area, and report back to the 



meeting of the Planning, Finance and General Purposes Committee 


scheduled for 16 July 2007. 

28.07 TOWN CLERK’S LEAVE 

           The Town Clerk reported that he would be on Annual Leave from 2 -16 July 2007. 

29.07 ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT, 1984

          LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (CLITHEROE ROAD, CHATBURN, 

          RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH) (40MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 200” 

          The Town Clerk reported that Lancashire County Council proposed to make a 

          Traffic Regulation Order, the effect of which will be to introduce a 40mph speed 

          limit on Clitheroe Road, Chatburn from a point 220 metres south west of its 

          junction with Worston  Road in a westerly direction to its junction with A671 

          Pimlico Link Road, a distance of 789 metres. 

          

RESOLVED:  That this Council fully supports the proposal. 

30.07 CLITHEROE TOWN CENTRE – MEETING WITH LEADER OF  

RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Leader of Ribble Valley
Borough Council inviting the Town Council, along with other interested parties,
to meet with him on 23 July 2007 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Ribble Valley Council Offices to discuss the following items:-

1
Car parking in Clitheroe both on and off street, and residents parking 


schemes.

2
The street scene in Clitheroe, with particular reference to pavements, 


kerbs, and the initiatives, ongoing at the moment, dealing with the type 


of pavements, bollards etc.

3
The adequacy or otherwise of litter bins/ dog waste bins/ and the 

collection of litter.



RESOLVED: 


(1)  
That arrangements be made for all Town Councillors to attend this 



meeting; and 

(2) That the Town Council’s concerns regarding the condition of the 
Castle Grounds be raised at this meeting. 

The meeting finished at 9.15pm.  

                                                                                                  ………………………….
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