MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 MAY 2007 

PRESENT:  The Worshipful the Town Mayor, Councillor David Berryman in the Chair;

                     The Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Allan Knox;

                     Councillors Sue Appleton, Simon Entwistle, Glyn Fowler, Ruth Hargreaves,

                     Chris Punchard, Mary Robinson and Alan Yearing 

                     The Town Clerk 

APOLOGIES:  An apology for absence was received from Councillor Rose Connor.

                        RESOLVED: That the apology be accepted. 

P32.07  MINUTES

             The Minutes of the last meeting held on the 2 April 2007 were approved and 

             signed by the Chairman. 

P33.07  DEVELOPMENT OF THE FORMER GRAND CINEMA, CLITHEROE

             David Wilson, Centre Director for The Grand in Clitheroe gave a presentation 

             on the development of the former Grand Cinema in Clitheroe  which will re-open

             in September, 2007 comprising of a cyber café, an auditorium, recording studios,

             a dance studio, rehearsal rooms and other facilities. It will be a state-of-the-art

             youth, music and arts centre and will also offer a variety of services and 

             resources to the wider community. 

P34.07  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

             Consideration was given to planning applications for week ending 27 April 2007. 

             RESOLVED: That no objections be raised to any of the following applications:

             3/2007/0258; 0389; 0402; 0407. 

P35.07  ACCOUNTS PAID 


RESOLVED: That the accounts paid for April 2007 as set out in Appendix A to

             these Minutes be approved. 

P36.07 ACCOUNTS
             The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 30 April 2007 together

             with Actual/ Estimated Income and Expenditure for April and May 2007.  

             Balances                                                            As at 30 April, 2007


 1  Business Base Rate Tracker.                              110,349.86

             2  Business Premium Account.                                  2,638.73

             3  Current Account.                                                    1,099.68

             4  Petty Cash Imprest.                                                   100.00                   
                                                                            TOTAL   114,188.27

                                                                       Apr 07                      May 07
                                                                            £                                £

             Actual/ Estimated Income                 90,000                        3,000

             Actual/ Estimated Expenditure        5,114.94                      7,000 

             RESOLVED:  That the Accounts, as submitted, be approved. 
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P37.07  TOWN CENTRE GUIDE

              The Town Clerk reported that Leisure Information Services of Poulton le Fylde

              had offered to produce a Clitheroe  Town Centre Guide  for 2008/09 in a similar

              format to previous years at no cost to the Town Council. 

              Members suggested that consideration be given to the Guide being produced 

              in a different format to make it easier to use.  

              RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk be authorized to place an order with 
  
  Leisure Information Services for the production of the Clitheroe Town Centre 
 
  Guide for 2008/09 at the same time exploring with the Company alternative 
 
  formats which may be preferable. 

P38.07   SUMMER BAND CONCERTS PROGRAMME 


  – ASSISTANCE FROM MEMBERS 

              The Town Clerk reported that Members of the Town Council had helped in 
  
  connection with the Summer Band Concerts in 2007 by putting chairs out for 
  
  the public at the beginning of the Concert  and collecting them in at the end at 
  
  the Bandstand in the Castle Grounds.

              He submitted details of the 2008 Programme and asked for volunteers again. 

              Furthermore, he reported that Syd Chamley, Electrical Supervisor, employed by 

              Ribble Valley Borough Council, was prepared to attend these events to check 

              the electrical appliances and open and close the Bandstand Store to assist the 

              Town Council. 

              RESOLVED:  (1)  That the Town Clerk be asked to write to all Members of the 

                                             Town Council requesting assistance in connection with these 

                                             events ; and

(2) That arrangements be made for Syd Chamley to receive an 

honorarium in the sum of £100 for his assistance. 

P39.07  REQUEST FOR TOWN COUNCIL TO ASSIST IN PROVIDING A BUS   

             SHELTER

             The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Ribble Valley Seniors

             Action Forum requesting the Town Council to apply for funding to the

             Lancashire County Council to help provide a bus shelter on the C2 bus route in

             the vicinity of the market .

             He submitted the observations of the Street Scene Manager at Ribble Valley 

              Borough Council which pointed out that a grant from the County would be on 

              condition that the provider maintains the bus shelter to an agreed standard

              which means regular cleaning and arranging for necessary repairs. It was also 

              pointed out that the LCC’s Overview and Scrutiny Working Group was looking

              at bus shelter provision at the present time and it is understood they will be 

              reporting on the issue in the near future. 

              He pointed out that the Town Council does not have a specific budget for such 

              matters, however, there is a budget heading “street furniture” under the Council 

              Services Section which is not usually fully utilized. The amount for 2007/08 

              being £300. 

              RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk be asked to report back to a future meeting 

                                      once the County Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Working 

                                      Group have produced their report on the future provision of 

                                       Bus shelters, and, at the same time, provide details of the 

                                       estimated maintenance costs of such shelters. 
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P40.07   REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

                The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a request from Jonathan Wharam for

                The Town Council to assist him to fund a scholarship he had been offered 

                arising from the Global Adventures Project he had attended which would 

                involve him going to Brazil in the summer of 2007 to participate in 

                environmental and voluntary work. 

                RESOLVED:  That the request be not supported on this occasion as the 

                                        Town Council provided him with a grant in 2006/07. 

               Furthermore, the Town Clerk reported that former Councillor Ian 

               Brown had asked if the Town Council could consider providing financial

               support to the Juice Bar project in Clitheroe which involved a number of 

               disadvantaged and needy teenagers helping to renovate the building.

               Councillor Mary Robinson, declared an interest as a Trustee of the Project

               and left the meeting.

               RESOLVED:  That a sum of £250 be made available to the Juice Bar Project

                                        to be used towards the cost of equipment to be funded from the 

                                       Town Council’s 2007/08 budget in place of the sum identified 

                                       for the Grand Prix Cycle race which will not be held in 2007. 

P41.07   RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

              FRAMEWORK- PLANNING SEMINAR FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS

              With reference to Minute No P27.07 the Town Clerk reported that the meeting 

              being organized by Ribble Valley Borough Council for Parish Councillors in 

              Ribble Valley relating to the Local Development Framework would be held 

              on the 21 May, 2007 starting at 6.45pm. 

              RESOLVED:  That the Borough Council be informed that Councillors 

                                      Rosemary Connor and Glyn Punchard will be attending. 

P42.07  LIME TREES OUTSIDE CLITHEROE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

             The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter and plan from David Hewitt,

             Countryside Officer, Ribble Valley Borough Council, inviting the Town 

             Council’s comments on a proposal to remove the lime trees 

             located outside Clitheroe Grammar School on York Street, Clitheroe 

             which are in the Clitheroe Conservation Area as their roots have affected the 

             surface of the footpath, and excavation for services, more recently, in order

             to upgrade the electricity supply for the development of the former Grand 

             Cinema has resulted in an increasing amount of root damage. 

             He further reported that it was proposed to remove the trees , repair the footpath 

             surface and, plant new trees  if the location of existing services permits.  

             RESOLVED:  That the Town Council support the proposal but requests that 

                                     every effort be made to replant the trees as near as possible to the 

                                     existing location. 
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P43.07  LAPTC – NEW COUNCILLORS AND CLERKS TRAINING 2007 

             The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire and Merseyside County 

             Training Partnership had organised training for new Councillors and 

             Clerks on the 14 July and 8 September, 2007 at a cost of £30 per session or £50

             for both. 

             RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be asked to book places for Councillors 

                                    Sue Appleton, Rosemary Connor, Glyn Fowler and Chris

                                    Punchard  at this stage on both modules the cost to be met from the 

                                    2007/08 budget Administration head “Training”.

P44.07  BANK MANDATE
             The Town Clerk reported that, arising from the recent appointments of 


 Councillor David Berryman as Town Mayor, and Councillor Allan Knox as 


  Deputy Mayor, it was necessary to amend the Town Council’s Bank Mandate. 

              He further reported that it was also necessary to arrange for a Member to be 

              an authorized signatory to replace former Councillor Margaret Sutcliffe. 

              RESOLVED:  (1)  That any two of the following be authorized signatories

                                             in respect of cheques drawn on the Town Council’s 

                                             Current Account:

                                             Councillor David Berryman (Town Mayor)

                                             Councillor Allan Knox (Deputy Town Mayor)

                                             Councillor Mary Robinson; and 

(2) That Councillor David Berryman be the authorized  

signatory in respect of cheques drawn on the Mayor 

of  Clitheroe Welfare Fund  Account.

P45.07  CHESTER AVENUE PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
              With reference to Minute No 79.07 of the Town Council the Town Clerk 

               reported that Ribble Valley Borough Council had approved the Town 

               Council’s application for a grant from their Parishes Grant Scheme 

               in the sum of £17,690 during 2007/08. 

               He further reported that he was awaiting the outcome of an application 

               for grant of £15,000  through the Aggregates Levy Fund administered by the 

              County Council. 

               RESOLVED:  That the position be noted. 

P46.07  ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2007
              The Town Clerk reported that, following consultation with the Town Mayor, he 

              had rearranged the Annual Town Meeting from the 17 to 31 May, 2007as there 

              had not been sufficient time to publicize the meeting and, furthermore, Members 

              had not given consideration to matters which they wished to include on the 

             agenda. 

             RESOLVED:  That the position be noted and an item headed “Provision of 

                                     Dog Waste Bins in Clitheroe” be included on the agenda. 

The meeting finished at 9.10pm.                                             

                                                                                                                    ………………..

                                                                                                                      Chair 
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