MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11 JUNE 2007
PRESENT:
The Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Allan Knox in the Chair;



Councillors Sue Appleton, Simon Entwistle, Glyn Fowler, 



Ruth Hargreaves, Chris Punchard and Mary Robinson



The Town Clerk

APOLOGIES:
Apologies for absence were received from The Town Mayor, 



Councillor David Berryman, and Councillor Alan Yearing


RESOLVED: That the apologies be accepted.

P47.07
MINUTES


The Minutes of the last meeting held on 14 May 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

P48.07
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration was given to planning applications for week ending 1 June 2007.


RESOLVED: That no objections be raised to any of the following applications: 3/2007/0466; 0519; 0525

P49.07  ACCOUNTS

 The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 31 May 2007, together with Actual/Estimated Income and Expenditure for May and June 2007. 

Balances






As at 31 May 2007










£

1
Business Base Rate Tracker



     90,349.86

2
Business Premium Account



     10,638.73

3
Current Account




       7,008.80









     ________







TOTAL 
 £108,097.39







May 07

June 07







      £


     £

Actual/Estimated Income


2,487.13

500.00

Actual/Estimated Expenditure

8,578.01
       10,000.00




- 90 -
He reported that he had transferred £8,000 from the Business Premium Account to the Current Account.


RESOLVED: That the Accounts and Bank Transfer be approved

P50.07
CHESTER AVENUE PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

With reference to Minute No P45.07 (May 2007), the Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire County Council had approved the Town Council’s application for grant of £15,000 from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.

He explained that, after taking into account the £17,690 approved by 
Ribble Valley Borough Council towards the cost of this scheme, the Town Council would need to find £1,579 out of the £5,000 provided in the 2007/2008 Revenue budget.
He further reported that Wicksteeds, the Contractor who would carry out the work, intended to start on site on 10 July, and expected to complete the work within seven to ten days.
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be authorized to arrange for the scheme to be implemented on the basis outlined in the report.

P51.07
ANNUAL REPORT – 2006/2007

The Town Clerk submitted a draft of the 2006/07 Annual Report which contained all the elements required in the guidance on ‘Quality’ Status.  He explained that it was necessary to approve and publish the Annual Report by the end of June 2007 in order that the Town Council’s application for ‘Quality’ Status can proceed in September 2007.
RESOLVED

(1)
That, subject to the Town Award winners in 2006/07 being included, the report, as submitted, be approved; and


(2)
That the Town Clerk be asked to submit the amended document to the full Council meeting on 25 June 2007 and, also, provide details of proposed distribution and cost.

P52.07
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING 31 MAY 2007 – MATTERS ARISING

The Town Clerk reported on the following matters which had been referred for consideration at this meeting at the Annual Public Meeting held on 31 May 2007:-


(a)
Parking Problems in the vicinity of Clitheroe Royal Grammar School

The Town Clerk reported on information received from Ribble Valley Borough Council’s Street Scene Manager, the Head teacher and the Community Support Officer.


Reference was made to the proposal to discuss the matter at the 
Lancashire Locals’ meeting on 18 July 2007.
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(b)
Parking Problems in Pendle Road on Clitheroe Football Club home match days


RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be requested to write to the Police and Clitheroe Football Club suggesting that traffic cones be placed at the appropriate location on Pendle Road on home match days, to ease parking problems.
(c)
Provision of Dog Waste Bins in Clitheroe

The Town Clerk reported that Ribble Valley Borough Council had agreed to provide seven additional dog waste bins in Clitheroe at the following locations:

· Primrose Road
· Brungerley Park footpath, Pimlico

· Littlemoor Road / Standen Road

· Langshaw Road

· Standen Hall Farm x 2 

· Henthorn Road

He explained that these sites had been selected to address recognized longstanding and ongoing issues.
He pointed out that the Borough Council does not have the capacity, at present, to empty any more.


RESOLVED: That the position be noted.

P53.07
ARRANGEMENTS - ANNUAL ALLOTMENTS COMPETITION AND 
INSPECTION 2007




RESOLVED

(1)
That the Town Clerk be requested to arrange for the Annual Allotments Competition to be held during July 2007, on the basis that John Adamus, Head Gardener, Ribble Valley Borough Council, be asked to judge again for the fee of £25; and

(2)
That the Town Clerk be requested to arrange an Allotments Inspection during the latter part of July 2007, after consultation with the Allotments Manager.

P54.07
CLITHEROE HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 2007
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Rebecca Lawlor, Rural Housing Enabler, Ribble Valley Borough Council, relating to proposals to update the existing Clitheroe Housing Needs Survey by means of a questionnaire to every household, and has requested the Town Council’s support.


RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports this proposal.
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P55.07 ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL


 (NORTH STREET, CLITHEROE, RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH)


 (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) ORDER 200* 

The Town Clerk submitted a copy of the above Order and Plan for consideration, the effect of which would be to introduce No Waiting at any time on both sides of North Street, Clitheroe from its junction with A671 Waterloo Road for a distance of 45 metres in a north easterly direction.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the proposal.

P56.07
CONSULTATION ON A PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE MAINSTREAM 
TRANSPORT POLICY IN THE RIBBLE VALLEY

The Town Clerk reported that the Lancashire County Council had issued a Consultation Paper which contained a proposal to restrict the payment of pupils’ travelling expenses to the nearest secondary school, only as long as the pupil lives three miles or more.
Currently, a more generous transport policy applies, whereby pupils living in the Ribble Valley receive travelling expenses to Clitheroe Royal Grammar, Ribblesdale and Bowland High Schools, irrespective of whether it is the nearest school, provided they meet the distance criterion.  The proposal, if accepted, would bring the Ribble Valley pupils into line with the transport policy applied across the rest of the County.

RESOLVED: That the Town Couincil objects to this proposal on the grounds that it will restrict parental choice which is important, having regard to the fact that the three schools offer a choice of curriculum and, furthermore, Ribble Valley is a large rural area.

P57.07 LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 


63rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited to send two voting representatives (1 of whom may be the Clerk), to attend the LAPTC 63rd AGM on Saturday 3 November 2007 at 10.30am at County Hall, Preston.


RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be asked to draw this matter to Members’ attention at a later date.

P58.07  REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING BRIDGE WITH NEW TIMBER FOOTBRIDGE AND TEMPORARY ACCESS ROUTES DURING CONSTRUCTION 
- LOW MOOR MILL


Consideration was given to planning application 3/07/0502 submitted by the Lancashire County Council relating to the above proposal.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council has no objections.
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P59.07  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED: That the public be excluded from the meeting before discussion takes place on the remaining items of business, on the grounds that it relates to an individual and, if the public were present, there would be a disclosure to them of exempt information within the meaning of Part VA of the Local Government Act 1972.
P60.07  THE TOWN COUNCIL’S APPLICATION FOR ‘QUALITY’ STATUS 


STAFFING SUPPORT


 The Town Clerk requested that he be authorized to arrange for the Work Experience Officer who had recently been employed by the Council to work on an ad hoc basis on the same grade, to assist in connection with the preparation of the Council’s application for ‘Quality’ Status. 



RESOLVED: That the request be approved.

The meeting finished at 8.25pm






………

Chair
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