MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 24 NOVEMBER 2008

PRESENT: 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mary Robinson, in the Chair



Councillors Rose Connor, Simon Entwistle, Glynn Fowler, Allan Knox,



Sue Knox and Alan Yearing



The Town Clerk

APOLOGIES:  Apologies for absence, with reasons, were received from the Town Mayor, 

   Councillor David Berryman, Ruth Hargreaves and Chris Punchard

P197.08  MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2008 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

P198.08  MINUTES OF THE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the meeting of the Estimates Committee held on 


3 November 2008 were noted.   
P199.08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration was given to the planning applications received for weeks ended 


31 October and 7 November 2008.



RESOLVED:  



(1)
That no objections be raised to any of the following applications:-




3/2008/0855; 0877; 0882; 0883; 0896; 0939 and 0962; and



(2)
That Ribble Valley Borough Council be informed that the Town 


Council objects to the following planning applications for the reasons 

stated:

3/2008/0919: erection of CCTV cameras to the external elevations of Clitheroe Castle Museum (Listed Building Consent) – on the ground that the proposal will be in contravention of Policy ENV21 in that the appearance of the cameras will be detrimental to this historic park.

3/2008/0926: retrospective application for roof ventilation on the new link building – Clitheroe Castle, Castle Gate – on the grounds that the proposals will be in contravention of Policies ENV14, 16 and 21;


3/2008/0927: telecommunications installations at Ribblesdale Wanderers Cricket Club off Brownlow Street, Clitheroe – on the ground that the equipment will be detrimental to the occupiers of nearby residential dwellings.

P200.08
ACCOUNT BALANCES


The Town Clerk submitted details of balances as at 31 October 2008, together with Actual/Estimated Income and Expenditure for October and November 2008.
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               Balances                                                                  As at 30 September 2008

                                                                                                                   £

               1  Business Base Rate Tracker                                          64,315.99
               2  Business Premium                                                           2,473.27

               3  Current                                                                            8,746.53
               4  Petty Cash                                                                          100.00

                                                                                          TOTAL  75,635.79





   Oct 08                                     Nov 08

                                                                    £                                              £

                Actual/ Estimated Income     4,978.11                                   500.00

               Actual/ Estimated

               Expenditure                             4,087.18                               12,000.00

In addition, the Town Clerk reported that he had transferred £6,000 from the Business Base Rate Tracker Account to the Current Account on 


24 November 2008.



RESOLVED: That the Account Balances and Transfer as reported, be 
approved.

P201.08
ACCOUNTS PAID


The Town Clerk submitted details of Accounts paid during October 2008.



RESOLVED: That the accounts paid during October 2008, details of 
which are shown in the Appendix to these Minutes, be approved.

P202.08
REVISED ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2008/2009 AND DRAFT ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2009/2010


The Town Clerk submitted details of recommendations made by the Estimates Committee on 3 November 2008 on the report which he had prepared showing the revised estimates for 2008/09 and draft estimates for 2009/2010.


Members were asked to approve the estimates for 2009/2010 and determine the precept to be levied for that financial year.



RESOLVED: That the precept to be levied for 2009/2010 be approved at 
£98,347.
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P203.08
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

GREAT DAYS FESTIVAL PROGRAMME 2009


The Town Clerk submitted a request for financial assistance from the Directors of the Great Days Festival to be held during the Clitheroe Festival Weekend in 2009.


RESOLVED: That the request be approved in principle but be reconsidered at a future meeting of the Town Council once the accounts for the current financial year are finalized, so that the level of support can be determined for 2009/2010.

P204.08 CODES OF CONDUCT FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES – A CONSULTATION

The Town Clerk reported that a consultation paper had been published on the Communities and Local Government website inviting views on proposals for revising the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007.  The paper also seeks views on the proposed introduction of a model code of conduct for local government employees.



RESOLVED: That the contents of consultation paper be noted.

P205.08
USE OF PLASTIC BAGS IN CLITHEROE

With reference to Minute No P165.08 (July 2008), Councillor Sue Knox reported that the main issue that had arisen from the survey forms returned was that 32 out of 44 businesses had said that their customers were refusing plastic bags.


It was considered that the Town Council’s future role in this matter should be to encourage those businesses who want to help reduce the use of plastic bags to achieve this objective.


RESOLVED: That arrangements be made for the Members Working Group to give further consideration to any further action which the Town Council might take and report back to a future meeting.

The meeting finished at 7.45pm

..………..

Chairman
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